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WILL THEY BE VICTIMS OF DISCRIMINATION? 











OS 





persons may lose their homes, land, and oil rights, as 
the result of federal government’s 1951 amendments 
to the Indian Act. But support for the fight on their 
behalf is mounting daily. 


WILL THEY BE VICTIMS? These children of the 
Lightening and Johnson families on the Hobbema 
reservation play jacks, apparently unaware of the 
threat of eviction hanging over them. They were all 
born on the reservation and yet they and 108 other 


PM ‘Doesn't Know What Rights Indians Have 


OTTAWA. — Opposition 
eader John Diefenbaker who 
closely studied the old treaties 
during his Western law prac- 
Ice is convinced that Indians 
ave a right to go directly to 

e Queen with their grievan- 
ces, a prerogative with which 

e Canadian government can- 
not interfere. 

Carl Nickle, Conservative mem- 
ber for Calgary South has been 
Tying unsuccessfully to find out 
by what authority a petition aris- 
hg out of the plight of 118 Indians 
bn the Hobbema reserve and sent 
0 the Queen through the governor- 
seneral was sidetracked to the 
mM ister of citizenship and immi- 
pration. 


He asked the prime minister 
whether the government intended 
to forward the petition to the 
Queen. Mr. St. Laurent said he 
had received no advice on the sub- 
ject. 

“Is it not a fact,” Mr. Diefen- 
baker interjected, “that one of the 
vestigal rights which Indians enjoy 


by reason of the fact that they 
entered into a treaty with the 
British Crown is the right to di- 
rect petitions to the Queen and 
that it cannot in any way be inter- 
fered with regardless of the rela- 
tionship which Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment in Canada bears to her? 
“IF THE HONORABLE gentle- 





BILL WOULD FREEZE EXPULSIONS 


Latest development in the case of the 118 Hobbema Indians who are 
due to be expelled from their reservation in Alberta came as this issue of 


The Native Voice was going to press. 


Douglas Harkness, Progressive 


Conservative MP for Calgary North, introduced a Bill in the Commons 
February 11 which would prevent expulsion from Indian reservations of 


any person recognized as a trea 


Indian before 1951. 


Citizenship Minister Pickersgill said a few minutes !ater, however, 
that it was no longer possible to challenge the status of persons whose 
names were on Indian band lists before a 1951 revision of the Indian Act. 


man has examined those treaties 
and ascertained that is the situa- 
tion,” the prime minister admit- 
ted, “he is further advanced than 
I am. I have not examined them.” 

Later Mr. Diefenbaker explain- 
ed that Indians, as wards of the 
British Crown had the prerogative 
enjoyed by no other Canadian of 
“going to the foot of the throne for 
redress of grievances.” 

“It is no doubt a right that has 
been diminishing over the years,” 
he admitted, “but I still believe it 
is there.” 

J. H. Ferguson (PC — Simcoe 
North) had earlier suggested in a 
booming voice that the minister “is 
holding a pretty hot potato when 
he delays for 24 hours a message 


(Continued on page 4) 
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By CHA-LA-NUNG 








The Shadows of His People 


(continued) 
(All Rights Reserved) 


WENT to the fort with the 


robe of my father and with 
the voice of my brother. Let there 


be food for our people. We were 
hungry. Many were the women 
of my people in the fort. They 
looked at the white soldiers. The 
children of them were of mixed 
blood. I cried for this picture 








Beloved Lady of North 
Passes Away at Hazelton 


By CONSTANCE COX 


O*’ DECEMBER 23, Mrs. John Smith passed away at Hazelton, leav- 
ing to mourn her passing four sons, Joseph, Charlie, Gordon, and 
Jeff, one daughter Sarah, a number of grandchildren and a great many 


friends. 


She leaves behind her a memor 
of a devoted mother and a kin 
and loving wife. Her goodness 
and righteous living, and great de- 
votion to her church were char- 
acteristic of this fine lady. 


Two years ago, she and her 
husband celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary, the very first 
in the Skeena Valley. The cele- 
bration was held in Hazelton, her 
Native village, in their beautiful 
home, where their family and 
friends gathered on this wonder- 
ful day. 

Our sympathies go out to her 
husband, John Smith, and family. 
He is a leader in his village and 
a leader of the Native Brother- 
hood. 

I was shocked and grieved to 
hear the sad news, but we all know 





we did not come to earth to live 
forever. We are here for only a 
short time before returning to our 
maker. So, dear friends, and fel- 
low members of the Native Bro- 
therhood and Sisterhood, let us 
pray that John Smith may be 
given strength and comfort to 
bear his great loss. i: 
* * 


IN LOVING MEMORY 
1 extend to Chief John Smith 
and his family my deep sympathy 
in the loss of a beloved wife and 
mother in the death of Mrs. Smith 
and grieve with them as a rela- 
tive of that fine family who con- 
sented to my becoming one of 
them. I can say no more than 
dear Constance Cox has said. © 
“MEN-KUG-UM-KEE PIKEE” 
otherwise known as 
Maisie Hurley. 





We are proud of our extensive 


selections of Native handicrafts, 


to be seen at various points 


throughout our store. 


Hudsons Bay Compang 
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oe must have been for my bro- 
er. 

“Ah-ha-ho,” the women whis- 
ee when they saw me. “Ah-ha- 

eo,” 

The soldiers laughed when they 
saw me and the word with them 
was that I would scare them with 
the look of my brother. 

I said the hate of Yellow Hair 
for me, that I was Crazy Horse, 
the son of Brave Bear. I give my- 
self to them if there~is food for 
my people. 

But they were bad in all their 
ways. One grabbed a squaw and 
held her near to him. His gun 
was to her head. He looked at 
me. 

They said Crazy Horse would 
not kneel, he would not become 
as a snake. I knew the word of 
him then. The tongue of Spotted 
Tail had been straight. I must 
bow if there was to be life for the 
women. 


The robe of my father I dropped 
from my shoulders. My knees 
were on the ground. The sickness 
inside of me was deep. There was 
no more hand for me to raise for 
my people. My hand was gone. 

It was then my name and this 
it would be among my people. 


Now I am called Hand Gone. 


Fo me there was not a good 


peace. Always was there 
the word of my people, alway; 
was there the death chant and the 
wailing of the squaws. It did not 


end. 

Dull Knife and the Sha-hi-yen 
were taken from the shadow of 
the Haa-sa-ta to the country of 
the south where the land is fiat 
and there is no tall grass and 
water. With the cold of the win. 
ter he returned to the Haa-sa-ta 
The dead of his people was a 
black line in the snow. There was 
no word to give our people that 
we stand with the Sha-hi-yena 
They saw our backs. And for it 
they cried. 

As my walk was alone Pretty 
Straight Legs came to be with me. 
The book of the white man she 
had closed. His words that wer 
so good upon her tongue she did 
not speak. Our talk was of ow 
people and our fathers. The heart 
of me was gone for them. There 
was no word to bring us together, 
there is no word now. She said 
‘no’ to this and that one day we 
would be “together. I do not see 
it. My people are dead. 

(To be Continued) 
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The Hobbema Story: 





Broken Promises, Rank Discrimination 


By DICK SNELL 
(Calgary Herald Staff Reporter) 


A RACIAL integration case, 
matching in drama any of 
those now occurring in the 
southern United States, has 
been quietly taking place dur- 
ing the past three years at 
Hobbema, 160 miles north of 


Calgary. 

Except for the occasional spurt 
of publicity and the almost un- 
noticed protests of Indians, their 
white friends, and religious lead- 
ers, 118 members of the Samson 
Band at Hobbema are slowly being 
edged from their homes. 

They symbolize the plight of 
hundreds of Indians already forced 
into the -white man’s world, ill- 
equipped to take any position in 
society except along the bread 
line. 

Unlike its U.S. counterpart, 
Canada’s integration move is not 
supported by those the govern- 
ment wishes to integrate. The 
Indians themselves feel the move 
is premature and the methods 
employed unfair. 

Because of the Treaty Indians’ 
inferior legal status, and the fact 
he has no voice in Parliament, the 
general public knows little or 
nothing about the new Indian Act 
passed in 1951. 

Few realize it contains the 
seeds of a serious racial problem 
in Canada. 





Background To Hobbema Oil Steal 


Dick Snell here covers the basic background of the Hobbema story which 
has hit the headlines in Canada’s press for the past few weeks. The fight has 
gone on in the House of Commons and elsewhere. The CALGARY HERALD 
in a series by Snell gave a thorough F ayn of the rotten deal being con- 
templated for the 118 Indians affected, and THE NATIVE VOICE will con- 
tinue to give readers facts on this ““oil steal” in future issues. Here at any 


chiefs once a year. 

Both sides promised to live up 
to their bargain “as long as the 
sun shall shine and rivers flow.” 

The result was half a continent 
taken peacefully. 

By tradition, all law and all 
rights stemmed from the tribal 


rate is part of the “story of broken 






promises.” chief. When the ndian “took the 





The words “treaty,” “scrip” and ¢, Indian asked for and _ received 


“band list’ are meaningless to 
the modern Canadian. But with 
the passage of the new act they 
could just as accurately be de- 
fined as “double-dealing,” “racial 
conflict” and “increased taxes for 
social and educational services.” 


As background to the Hobbema 
case it is necessary to study the 
reasons for the treaties, what was 
promised when they were nego- 
tiated and what they contained. 


150,000 TAKE TREATY 
There are an estimated 150,000 
Treaty Indians in Canada, half of 
them in the west, and most were 
placed in treaty in the 1870’s. Fear 
on the part cf white settlers and 
fur traders that the Indian might 
rebel, desire to hold back the ad- 
vance of U.S. frontier settlement 
and the wish to link the nation by 
rail fostered the desire for treaties. 
In treaty the Red Man gave up 
his claim to the land, promised 
never to touch “firewater,” to be 
loyal to the Queen and not to harm 
her subjects, and to defend the 
Queen against her enemies. The 
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hand of the Queen” he felt he 
obtained the same chief as the 
whites and, as later events proved 
wrong, the same legal status. 



































such practical things as land, the 
right to hunt for food, $5 a head 


a year, and new coats for the (Continued on Page 6) 











eS 


MEMBER of one of the best known native families on the B.C. 
coast is Capt. Gilbert Cook, skipper of the “Cape Cook.” His 
father is a real old-timer, born at Fort Camosun, Victoria, 
about 88 years ago and a resident of Alert Bay for more than 
half a century. His eldest brother, Reg, owner of “Cape Lazo,” 
is very active in the Native Brotherhood and has served as 
secretary. Both of the Cook brothers’ boats are powered by 
Caterpillar Diesel Marine Engines, sold and serviced by 
Finning Tractor & Equipment Co. Ltd., and Reg is currently 
operating the herring seiner “Snow Prince,” powered with a 
300-h.p. Caterpillar Engine. Full details on Cat Marine En- 
gines are available from Finning Tractor, 940 Station Street, 
Vancouver 4, B.C. 
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Open Letter to Mr. Cuthand: 


People Must Remember 
Religion of Our Fathers 


As MUCH as I would like to question some of your thoughts, 
I must refrain from doing so at this time — only what is 
of importance to my people and to me will I defend. I can- 
not understand what lines you could have read in what I wrote 
in the October issue that you so sorely misunderstood what was 
written. 


It has often been said by the white man that a guilty conscience 
tries to affix to another what is dormant in its own mind. Have you 
so fallen under the spell of the lies about our people that you can 
name us as having a God of our own who looks with hate upon another 
race! That is all I can see in the inference you have made to my writings. 

You ask if we as Indians should hang on to the old—yYes, we should. 
That will always be my answer. My people must remember our Fathers’ 
religion if they would be happy, smiling, dancing, moral people with 
love in their hearts for mankind regardless of color. Our Indian re- 
ligion gave this to our people. 

As for it being old—yes, it is old. It is older than Christianity, it 
speaks the words of God that you find in the Old Testament though 
our Fathers did not know of such a book as the Bible. If we are to 
destroy the old, then you, Mr. Cuthand, must set aside your Chris- 
tianity. Then, that, too, must become antiquated along with the Jewish 
faith, the Moslem and the faiths of the Orient. The turmoil in the 
world today is the result of the faiths of other races. It is a reluctance 
of a people to give up what is theirs and what God gave to them. 

What is the Indian blood in you, Mr. Cuthand, that you cannot 
understand the beauty of your Father’s religion and you would have 
it die. Can you not even understand one of your own people. 

You seem to feel that the problem of the Indian is ‘colour’ and that 
along with so many Interior Department followers the solution is inte- 
gration. If our people are left alone with their own religion, inte- 
gration would not present a problem. Intergration and civilization are 
only problems when the morals of a people become degraded. And, 
the faith of our Fathers does not bring moral degradation—it lifts our 
people up as they once were. People of this civilization attribute their 
success to religion. But, what is success when moral decay is rotting 
every bone in your body. 

All people have their own manner of communing with God. It is 
meant to be. Christianity does not offer our people the true spirit of 
communion as did the religion of our Fathers. Through nature we 
commune with God and not through repetitious chants and liturgy, 
pews and ornate altars. To stand on top a hill and with the air flooded 
with the scent of sage or pine and your face lifted upward to the 
heavens is our communion with God. It is a communion that brings a 
contentment and love to our hearts and bédies and that cleanses our 
minds. With the religion of our Fathers, we cannot help but be moral 
and a proud people. The Christian faith does not offer us this com- 
munion, not unless every bit of nature and the love of the earth and 
the wind has been taken from our bodies. As the Christian faith is 
wrong for our people, our Fathers’ religion is wrong for the white man. 
He would not be happy without his rituals. You cannot destroy what 
God has placed in our people’s hearts since the beginning of time 
without destroying us as a race. Every people and every race has its 
own religion or beliefs. If it is not meant to be that way, God would 
have created us of the same color and the same spiritual temperament. 

Over and over again I will say the Indian must keep the religion of 
his Father. If he does not know it, then let him search until he knows 
the true meaning of love and fellowship as his Fathers of long ago 
practised it. 

As for the treachery and lies of the white man, Mr. Cuthand, records 
can bear it out. The treachery still lingers with us as you would be able 
to see for yourself if you read other articles in The Native Voice and 
listen to the voices of you own Indian chiefs. In every race there are 
a few who will fight out against the wrongs of their people; in every 
race there are a few who will destroy the good of their people and 
sell them out materially and spiritually. 

I could say much more, Mr. Cuthand, but time will give you the 
words I do not speak. I say now your own people will begin to turn 
their backs upon you. You will soon realize the meaning of what it is 
to be an Indian. I am sorry for you. 

CHA-LA-NUNG 





SHADES OF NAZISM 


End This Discrimination 


WwW: LIKE the other Canadians who now know the story 
’ of the Hobbema scandal, are deeply disturbed over what 
we are convinced is a case of oil being thicker than water, 


or blood. 

That is at the root of the matter, in our opinion, but it is the basie 
policy of the federal government which has opened the door to such 
discriminatory action against an already persecuted minority. 

We have reports of relief inspectors (this from the Hon. George 
Prudham, Minister of Mines) planning to visit the Hobbema reservation 
to look over the circumstances of the 118 potential evictees (at last word 
they still hadn’t appeared) yet, left on the Reserve, their share of oil 
rights amounts to about one million dollars. 

THE CALGARY HERALD in an article by Dick Snell on January 
16 charged that “The Hobbema case has a frightening resemblance ty 
the methods used in Nazi Germany where a finger pointed to someone 
with suspected Jewish blood resulted in loss of status (and property) 
and imprisonment.” 

That, in our opinion, is not too harsh an accusation, and in ow 
opinion, too, the finger must be pointed directly at Mr. Pickersgill an¢ 
particularly his predecessor Mr. Harris, for having brought this vicious 
policy into effect. 

It is hypocrsy at its most blatant to see Mr. Pickersgill travelling to 
Austria to offer blanishments of all descriptions to Hungarians who have 
left their country. Free plane rides, board and lodging when they get ts 
Canada, good jobs, homes, the benefits of democracy; these are the 
tempting morsels dangled before the eyes of the refugees. 

But in Canada, for the Native Canadians, all Pickersgill has to offer 
is destitution, unemployment, and eviction from their homes, and cer 
tainly not democracy. Mr. Pickersgill should send one of the 118 Hob 
bemas to Austria so that the Canadians-to-be could be told how the 
government operates at home. But the refugees are potential voters, and 
the Native Canadian has not the right to the ballot, possibly one good 
reason for the difference in their treatment. 

We are sick and disgusted with this sham. The federal government 
must halt its policy of discrimination against a people who have sacrificed 
much for Canada in two world wars and before that. Surely there can 
be no justification for giving them any less consideration than people 
from another land, who not so many years ago were at war with Canada 


Tribute to Harry Bray, QC 


Ww: PAY tribute to Mr. Harry Bray, Q.C., for his great work in winning 
the first two rounds in the Income Tax case in Court. 

We feel particularly pleased since it was The Native Voice whic 
introduced and highly recommended Mr. Bray to Andy Paull. 

Interestingly enough, it was Mr. Bray who, many years ago, wo 
Aunt Sally’s case when the Indians who owned and lived ,in Stanley 
Park were ordered to leave. 

Aunt Sally, and afterwards her son, were the only Indians who lived 
in Stanley Park to the time they die 

The Indians had owned and lived in Stanley Park for hundreds d 
years but were literally kicked out without compensation even thougt 
their homes were destroyed. 

Some years ago, Mr. Bray mentioned to publisher Maisie Hurley 
that he was the lawyer who represented Sally and won the case. He 
told her an interesting story of how he had obtained the informatia 
which had resulted in the legal victory. Mr. Bray himself is a pionee 
resident with a deep sympathy-for the terrible plight and injustices tha 
have been the lot of the Native Canadian. 

Well done, Harry Bray, for the fight you are putting up on this ca® 
with Andy Paull. You have the good wishes and support of the Native 
Brotherhood of B.C. and of The Native Voice. 


PM ‘DOESN'T KNOW’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 











-urges the Queen 


sent to Her Majesty the Queen by 
her subjects.” 

“When he takes over 24 hours to 
get some legal advice on diverting 
a petition to Her Majesty — who is 
he? Who is the gentleman who 
dares to do that?” 

Carl O. Nickle (PC — Calgary 
South) asked “by whose authority 
was the Indians’ petition to the 
Queen transferred from the office 
of the governor-general” to Mr. 
Pickersgill. 

“Furthermore,” demanded Mr. 
Nickle, “will the minister please 
indicate whether he will send this 
petition on to Her Majesty to 
whom it is addressed?” 

Mr. Pickersgill said he had indi- 
cated that “I was seeking advice 
on this subject.” 

The petition, drafted on instruc- 
tion of Indian chiefs and council- 
lors of all Alberta tribes at an Ed- 
monton meeting, is said to criticize 
1951 revisions in the Indian Act. It 
to intercede to 


stop the breaking of Indian treatié 
signed in the 1870s. 

Mr. St. Laurent said he has n@ 
gone into all the facts, “but & 
information I have is that the & 
finition of who is or who is not # 
Indian entitled to be on the 
serve has remained unchang 
over the whole time since that 
serve was set up.” 

Douglas Harkness (PC — ‘ 
gary North), who has served sit 
1947 on Commons committee 
studying the Indian Act, disag 

“To my knowledge,” he said, 
has never been maintained befo® 
that there was not a very defin® 
change in the definition ‘* an : 
didn jwhich was written chats 
in thé’ 2 act of 1951.” 

If the definition was not chang 
that year, could the prime mir 
explain why the wording 
clauses defining an Indian wW 
appear in the original act of 2 
“are completely changed in 
act of 1951?” 
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Letter Reveals Plight 
On American Reservation 





(This self-explanatory letter was received last November 30 by Fred 
iggs Minnerley Stever, “Iroquois,” whose home is at 2056 Lambert 


we, Pasadena, California.) 

Dakota, Nov. 26, 1956 
oar Mr. Briggs: 
Our dad was showing us your letter and box you sent them. They 
ime to write to you. Maybe you could help us out on clothes. We 
and find work around here, but it’s so hard to find any work on the 
ervation. 
ye're treated rough and mean here. All we get from the Indian Bur- 
) people is corn meal, dried milk, cheese and 20 lbs of flour. Do 
1 think 20 lbs. of flour will last a month? There’s eight of us in the 
y. We sure could use a lot of things. For instance, food and 
hing. About one-quarter of the people are starving. 
he only way we could make a living is stealing wood and post. The 
er way is hunting rabbits and deers in the reservation. There isn’t 
h in the reservation. When’ we kill them, we get picked up. 
About the people who go on relocation. There’s about one-quarter 
hem that go on relocation. Just a few of them like it, but most of 
m come back. If they stay over there for two years they can’t come 
k to the reservation. They also haVe to pay back the money they 
e them to buy clothes and the money they pay for the trip. 
he doctors they send out here are no good. When somebody’s just 
ut dying they send them to another place. They don’t take care 
ou when you’re in the hospital. Most of the people are dying from 
e hearts, tuberculosis and cancer. And when you're sick, they some- 
es send you home anyway. 
would like you to send me and my sisters some clothes. We can’t 
bd to buy clothes for ourselves. I’m 17 and my sister is 20. We 
p need clothes for my little sister, she’s three months old. We would 
reciate it, if you would help us out on clothing anyway... 

Yours truly, 





(Names of place and person are deleted as my 

people write they are afraid of RETALIATION!) 
OTE: A large box of many things will leave my Lodge immediately 
this girl and her people. 12/11/56. Several boxes are packed NOW 
others! Many Indians will not reply to questions because of FEAR! 
0 Maisie Hurley, editor, Native Voice, Vancouver: Conditions such 
hese described obtain on all Reservations I hear from. Please use 
letter as soon as possible! It tells a terrible story! 

FRED BRIGGS MINNERLEY STEVER 








Lad Joins Air Force 


Willie Cranmer has joined the 
Royal Canadian Air Force and is 
now stationed in Quebec. He is 
the fifth son of Mr. and Mrs. Dan 
Cranmer. 
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Successful Events Highlight 
Festive Season at Kitwanga 


One cf the most successful fest- 
ive seasons in the history of the 
Kitwanga village community was 
celebrated over the Christmas and 
New Year’s holiday, it was report- 
ed by Harold Sinclair, district vice- 
president of the Native Brother- 
hood of B.C. 

As a prelude to Christmas, the 
Kitwanga Indian Day School held 
a Christmas concert under the di- 
rection of school principal H. C. 
Schroeder and teacher Miss T. C. 
Riemer. The children sang carols 
and gave recitations to a large 
audience. 

The principal and teacher were 
heartily thanked by Harold Sin- 
clair for their contributions to 
community life during their four 
years at the village. 

On Christmas Eve, St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church choir conducted 
by choir master Solomon Bryant 
and accompanied by organist Ed- 
ward H. Benson, sang carols and 
anthems throughout the village. 

The choirs also sang at the 
Christmas party held that even- 
ing in the community hall. The 
party was organized by Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Benson. 

After the party all were invited 
to a house gathering at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Silas Innes where 
they celebrated the birthday of 
Mr. and Mrs. George Williams’ 


son born a year ago Christmas Eve. 


Christmas parties were also held 
by different organizations in the 
Kitwanga village. Among them 
were those sponsored by the Kit- 
wanga Totem Pole Band and the 
Kitwanga Springfield club, and the 
Anglican WA and the Lucky Strike 
Ladies Soft Ball club. 


On December 28, a turkey din- 
ner was held under the auspices 
of the Sisterhood of the Kitwanga 
Local Branch. Invitations were 
sent out to other villages in the 
Skeena district. 

Among those attending were 
Chief Silas Johnson and chief 
councillor, Steven Morrison and 
the people of the Kispiox reserve; 
Chief Jeffrey Johnson of Hazelton, ° 
Chief Weget Bert Russell, and 
Chief David S. Williams and the 
people of the Kitsequeela reserve; 
Kitwancool chief councillor Albert 
Dous and Mr. Peter Williams, 
Chief Walter Derrick who repre- 
sents Kitwancool at the sub con- 
vention. 

Conclusion of the festive week 
came when the Blue-Jay Boys’ 
ball club in conjunction with the 
girls of the school, staged a hum- 
orous fancy dress ball. Costumes 
fashioned after Chinese styles. 
Square dancing was also held un- 
der the direction of Silas Innes. 
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Hobbema Story Of Discrimination 


GREAT MOTHER 

As the report of the Canadian 
Bar Asscciation on Indian Rights 
states: “ethically, morally and 
legally treaty promises should, un 
der no circumstances, be broken. 
Governor Morris, who negotiated 
and signed many of the original 
treaties and whose book is the 
accepted authority on Indian 
treaties, says, “The provision of 
these treaties must be carried cut 
with utmost good faith and the 
nicest exactness. The Indians of 
Canada have . . . an abiding con- 
fidence in the government of the 
Queen (Victoria), or the Great 
Mother as they style her. This 
must not at all hazards be shaken.” 

As the Hobbema belong to the 
Cree nation they come _ under 
Treaty Six, Treaties of Forts 
Carleton and Pitt, signed in late 
1876 with Alexander Morris, then 
lieutenant-gcvernor of the North- 
west Territories. 


As negotiations opened Aug. 18 


that year, Governor Morris told the 
circle of Indians who squatted 
about him on the sun-drenched 
plains that the treaty would protect 
their nation forever. 

“What | trust and hope we will 
do is not for today or tomorrow 
only,” he told them. “What |! 
will promise, and what | believe 
and hope you will take, will last 
as long as that sun shines and 
yonder rivers flow.” 


FOR THEIR GOOD 

“But understand me, once the 
reserve is set aside it cannot be 
sold without the consent of the 
Queen and the Indians. As long as 
Indians wish, it shall be there for 
their good—no one can take their 
homes.” 

The Pond-Maker, a chief of the 
Crees, then pressed the question- 
ing about “the children yet un- 
born.” He said, “I wish you to treat 
them in like manner to the white 
man as they advance in civiliza- 
tion.” 
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“Those that come after us,” re- 
plied Governor Morris, “will think 
of your children as we think of 
you.” 

The transcript of the negotiations 
showed The Badger, another chief, 
continued this point saying, “we 
want to think of our children.” 
Again the governor promises and 
later states it is a great day “not 
only-for your children but for your 
children’s children.” 

At the time of entering treaty 
there was no discussion of illegiti- 
macy, tribal extraction or whether 
the Indian had any white blood as 
being prohibitions to entering 
under treaty. Under the new act 
these are reasons for expulsion 
from treaty. 

But the Cree Chiefs did ask the 
governor if he would include their 
half-breed brothers. He replied, 
“the small class of half-breeds who 
live as Indians, and with the In- 
dians, can be regarded as Indians 
by the commissioners. . . . There 
was a certain class of Indian half- 
breed who had always lived in the 
camp with the Indians and were, in 
fact, Indians and they would. be 
recognized and no others.” 

This led to the first definition 
of Indian in the Indian Act as 
anyone who lived an Indian mode 
of life prior to the turn of the 
century. 

In the treaty with the Crees, 
Canada got 121,000 square miles. 
The Indian received the usual 
treaty rights, one square mile per 
family and $12 a head for signing. 


As well, the chief got a flag 
silver medal. 

The fact the medal turned 
to be tin was a hint of thin 
come. 

It is interesting to note g 
the signers was named Light 
That is the name of one of the 
ilies being evicted from Hob 
reserve. 

The Indians have lived up to 
treaty and willingly met one 
hardest provisions by fig 
loyally for the nation in many 
Three of those being removed 
veterans of the last war. 

But Canada has failed to liv 
to its promises under the t 
particularly in the new Indiag 
of which the Hobbema case is 
of the most notorious results 





Patronize the Advertis 
in THE NATIVE VOK 





EDDIE’S 


Magazines - Stationer 
Novelties 

GET YOUR HOME TO} 
PAPER HERE 

Phone 352 __ P.O. Box 

Second Avenue West 

PRINCE RUPERT, BC. 

(Northern Distribution 

for Native Voice) 























This advertisement is not published or displayed by the’ Liquor 
Control Boerd or by the Government of British Colunbie 








151 Water Street 





MARINE DIESELS 
. 11-50 HP. 


Ideal for Gillnet Boats 


IS 


Very Low Operating Costs — Simple Maintenone 


For Information Write or Phone 


Northern Engine & Equipment 
(B.C.) Ltd. 


Phone: TAtlow 1111 
Branch at 
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


VANCO 
















































pper 


er abo 





di 


rom 
subm: 
Easter 
ble Ou 


fro: 


wtimill 


of t) 


be last 
t the 
smalle 
le thin 
1670, . 
riment 
horth 
irst m 
yntario. 












Ont 
wer: 











The NATIVE VOICE 









= ay 


TUL 











BLIND. RI SS a 



















— Mined Ontario 
pper In 5,500 B.C. 


The main known area of native 
copper workings at that time was 
Isle Royale near Port Arthur- 
Fort William, according to W. A. 
Kenyon, the museum’s assistant 
curator of ethnology. Manufactur- 
ed copper products have been 
found in a belt stretching from 
the Ottawa River to Minneapolis, 
with particular emphasis along the 
line of the present Trent canal. 

Copper working in Canada was 
useful rather than decorative Mr. 
Kenyon says. Articles found in a 
cache at Farquart Lake in the 
Bancroft area included knife and 
spear blades, fish hooks and Zaffs, 
axe and adze heads and various 
unidentifiable implements. 

The origin and end of the cop- 
per culture has never been Satis- 
factorily explained, he says. al- 


rom the Toronto Telegram 
submitted to The Native Voice 
Eastern Associate Editor Big 
te Ou.) 

x a a 
pper mining in Canada has 
m from small beginnings to 
timillion dollar industry, with 
of the growth concentrated 
be last sixty years. 
t the roots of the industry 
smaller and older than most 
le think. 
1670, Jesuit fathers conducted 
riments with native copper on 
north shore of Lake Superior, 
irst mining venture recorded 
ntario. Yet according to the 
Ontario Museum, Indian 
s were mining and treating 
er about 7,500 years ago. 
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SHADED SECTIONS of map indicate copper deposits na- 
tives used and sites of artifact finds. Natives worked de- 
posits at Isle Royale, while Blind River, Farquhart Lake and 
Trent Canal areas have yielded implements. 





though it is fairly certain that 
copper working ceased for some 
reason about 2,000 years ago at 
the latest. 
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After that time, Indian tribes 
in Canada worked Mexican cop- 
per spasmodically for ornaments, 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Longhouse Gives Two Names 


At a recent meeting of the Longhouse a naming ceremony took place. 
An Iroquois name was given to Mrs. Alice Lehner, the present Secretary 
of The Longhouse. This name Ga-o-gis-ta meaning Fire-Wind, and to 
Mrs. Corrine Buck Rappleye the name of Jis-ko-ko-wis-ka meaning White 
Robin. These names were carefully chosen. 

The dinner held by the Longhouse was well attended. The Off The 
Street Club, managed by Maj. Mathieu, was offered the Longhouse to 
hold its Venison and Chicken Dinner. There was plenty of food for 
everyone and the speaker of the evening was Al Cobe. This Chippewa 
Indian is often referred to by Chicago people as the Moses of Indian 
people. Much of the welfare help for Indians and the recreational 
activities are the direct products of this man’s efforts. 

Col. Lester Johnson also was one of the speakers, and door prizes 
were given to lucky number holders. A painting by Chas. Cooper was 
given as first prize. It was called Buffalo Winds. Other prizes were an 
Objibewa war club, a silver barret, a pitcher and other articles. 

The entire resident Club is busily engaged in making costumes. Frank 
Smart and Chief Be Gay are travelling representatives for the Rath 
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Indians Mined Copper 


(Continued from Page 5) ologist’s point of view is the 


valence of copper implements 

but otherwise were unacquainted Jakes and Prose Finds have t 
with processed metals. made between the high and |g 

Mining procedure was primitive water marks of lakes in the Ri 
and simple. Fires were built [Lake area, while Farquart 
against native copper-bearing out- j;emains resemble the contents 
crops of rock and the rock was a traveling salesman’s sample ¢ 
fractured by the application of according to Mr. Kenyon. 
cold water. Then the crude metal Whether .the metal work 
pl, heated and hammered into worked hot copper because it y 

The relatively wide distribution ¢asier or, whether they had 4 
of copper tools and weapons sug- prevent brittleness in the me 
gests other sources of supply than when shaped has also not | 
Isle Royale, according to Mr. Ken- decided , 
yon. Temagami Island, currently , 
the site of copper mining opera- TO INTENSIFY SEARCH 
tions by Temagami Mining Co. Mr. Kenyon intends to intens 
Ltd. may have been another’ the search both for copper wor 
centre, especially since present day ings and for other remains 
Indians in the area have a tradi- these unknown early miners. 


COMOX — Shirley Dowena Clif- 
ton, younger daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert P. Clifton, became the 
bride of LAC Gerald Joseph Save 
of the RCAF Station, Comox, at a 
civil ceremony recently. Bob Clif- 
ton is president of the Native Bro- 
therhood of B.C. 


Mrs. Barbara Frank and Robert 








(Bud) Robotham attended the 
couple. 
V4 , \ 
TECUMSEH AND WAR 
OF 1812 


Shortage of space as a result of 
extensive coverage of the Hobbema 
story in this issue, have forced us 
to omit the regular installment of 
Tecumseh and the War of 1812. 
It will be resumed next month. 

‘\ { 








tion that copper was worked there went as mysteriously as they cat 

centuries ago. he says, and their craftsmans 

FOUND NEAR WATER seems unrelated to any early 
Another puzzle from the archae- dian cultures in the area. 
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The bride appeared radiant in a 
pure white tailored knitted dress, 
a white close-fitting hat with veil, 
gloves and deep rust toned shoes 
and bag completed the ensemble. 
Her flowers were a corsage of pink 
carnations. 

Later the bride’s parents gave a 
reception for the happy couple at 
the Flamingo room. Mr. and Mrs. 
Clifton welcomed about 60 guests; 
the latter appeared charming in a 
deep beige dress with cream col- 
ored accessories and a corsage of 
roses. 

Bill Ardley was master of cere- 
monies and proposed a toast to the 
bride. A delicious buffet supper 
was served and dancing followed. 

Mr. Save has been posted over- 
seas and expects to leave shortly. 
Mrs. Save will join him as soon as 
housing accommodation can be 
found. 
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